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"'A new system takes the guesswork out of the safety
of tanker drivers and their dangerous goods whil
j"_they are"on the road reports Adam Turne

HEN truckies dre::
irtling along the:-
highway ir_i-the_'middke:.-
of the night; hauling-:
. enough aviation fiel to:
. latinich’ the space shuttle; the Tast
thing" you want thern: werrymg
: about is paperwark. -
By ‘combining Harid- held
computmg with' satellite’ trackmg,
- the Cootes Transpnrt Gmup L
Atistralia’s largest Catrier. of
‘darigerous goods: = Has'i 0
ehmmated paperwork for: ;ts
drlvers
-1 Codtes is part of the
' Internatlonal Energy Semc&s
- Group and provides equlpment
and distribution services to the
-dangeroty goods mdustry, g
‘operating: the massive tanker™
‘trucks filled with petrol, LPG, -
“aviption fiiel and other such’
substances that demand to be
treated with: respect. :
i Cootes” key clients include’
' Shell 'BP, Caltex, ExxonMobil,,
© Elgas'and Origin’ Energy, phis it
' alsa provides refuelling fac:lmes at
: three'of Austmha s 1argest
_ airparts '
Cmiilna quest 0 reduce paperwork
md improve’ dehvery traci\mg,
. Cootes {urned o InterDey's
Xmotion Transporta system,
‘equipping each truck with: an_
Intermec CN3 hand-held .
. comptter and Minorplanet GPS
tiacking system to allow. real-time.
' status reporting. Installed in 70
. vehicles throughout the country
- and set to extend to’ 380 vehicles
the system uses' the rmobile phon
~retworkto Iocfge data diractly into;
* Cootes’ back-end Freight 2020:
’ tr&nsport management system,
- says Brett Wﬂson, Cootes bLISL—_

¥
£en usmg ' papers “based’ system,
wblch requmad them, to plck up

1 _' M Wllson says
“Their pick up and dehvery
_pomts cart:be tp:to five hiours .
~away, s0.the system relied ol the’
“driverto: bnng back that paper
WUIL and put it on somebudy .

- Cootes: managing director Vin Stenta {right):
" Brett Witson are taldn hands-on’ hand:helt

1 still onboard thanks to fhe hve :
- data feeds from: the hand-held: ==
'_.anci carn mstruct the driver to.

: system over:
‘mobilé phone network, with didta
“stored orl the hand-held and aut
:'matlcally uploaded as sot 'n as the E

retummg to:the’ ‘dépot with' pmd
Juekin theitruck, Which = n i i

substantmlly improves effu:mncy e ;mg, Ccotes can also ensurn
-and reduces; ope tmg costs, 2 drivers. adher to safety :

““If they: chose 1o, the c:ustm:nfn'E L U1f we' recognised: the
-an alsa see much of that infor- " has been logged ori for greats _
‘mation as the’ dehvery happens; as".: _than five hours then they have to.
i npposed [{e% gettmg 1t 24-48 hours | putin a break. We won't actually




